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O Summary

A Study of Jargons of German Origin in Japanese Hospitals

0
Hiroyuki ETo, Rieko KisHi, Akiko lwAsakl, Chiyori SAKAMOTO,
Noriko Zukawa, Mieko Aokl, Chie KusoTA, Kinuko SuGiura, Michiko YAHIRO,
. Nagano College of Nursing

O It is well known that many kinds of loanwords from various foreign languages are used as medical
terms and jargons in Japanese medical institutions. In fact, many of the medical personnel so often use
such technical terms and jargons particularly borrowed from the German language, which had had a
great influence on Japanese academics since Japan opened her door to the world in theIIT]s.

0 Those jargons are sometimes arbitrarily deformed in order to apply them to the Japanese
phonological system, and, as a consequence, their original form, ie, their etymology, cannot be
recognized even by those who use such words everyday. By means of putting such’ inconceivable’
jargons in use, then, the medical personnel have succeeded in keeping patients and their family
members away from the confidential conversations in hospitals.

0 The present study scrutinizes some of the best-known and most-frequently-used medical jargons in
Japanese hospitals borrowed or coined from German words focusing on their etymology, their usage
and their word-formation. This paper is an introductory study of this kind, and we also aim at further
researches as follows: 00O to make a complete list of in-hospital jargons in Japan, OO to research the
familiarity and frequency of those jargons and their etymological knowledge through questionnaires,
and 00 to analyze the data, i.e, to compare of the data between institutions and between wards in a

particular hospital.

Keywords: in-hospital jargons of German origin, loanwords, coinage, lexicology
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